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the following day when we boiled the fish again*
By that time the male pieces had become reduced
to about half their former size and {the female to
a third/'
Then came the repairing. All hollows and
broken parts had to be repaired with fish paste
made of pulverized katsuo mixed with water.
When this was done, Mr. Ishibashi and his father
used to place them once again in water boiling at
120 degrees centigrade. The fish were left there
for about an hour* In connection with this boil-
ing process the proper fuel had to be used, Mr.
Ishibashi can remember his father's bad temper
when the pine wood fuel didn't suit him, for pine
is full of tannin and necessary to the proper cur-
ing of the fish.
Fuelling caused young Mr. Ishibashi many a
backache for he not only had to prepare fuel once
but twenty-five times for each batch of katsuo, for
the boiling process must be repeated five times
a day every other day for tea days. Then what
was left of the much-boiled katsuo was exposed to
the sun on long tacks for a period of several days.
Mr. Ishibashf s father was satisfied whep. the pieces
had assumed the inflexibility of hardtack. Then
young Hide2o, along with the others, had to help
inspect each piece closely, remove bumps and